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Feoffees’ archive

T

he Museum now has the Feoffees’ archive to research. It is a smaller collection of
records than the Rix Collection, which we had last year. The documents are
contained in eight small boxes but still record a significant amount of the town’s
history and cover a period from the mid-16th to the early 20th Century.
I have only had the records for a few days and so there is still much to learn, but
from my first glimpses there are many indentures, contracts and leases.
The earliest I have found so far is a Feoffment – in feudal law the granting of
ownership of property or land or deed – dated 1544. There are also various account
books and records of donations and loans to townspeople, for example there is a set of
Blanket Books from the 18th Century, recording the loan of blankets to the deserving
poor of the town.
The Account books list payments received for properties and lands around the
town. There is much more to learn from these records and while with the museum
they will be copied so that we can make them available for local research. The plan is
to use the documents as a basis of an exhibition in September and October and then
return the collection to the Records Office in November.
This picture is of the 1544
Feoffment. The inscription
of it is ‘Feoffment from
Henry Bendes or
Bendysche of Beccles,
chaplain and Edward
Woodcock of Beccles,
chaplain of Town Lands in
Beccles and Gillingham’.
It’s in Latin and
I haven’t been able to
confirm the translation.

Alan Wheeler
Curator
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Welcome to the
newsletter.
Under our feet

D

o you ever wonder when you
walk around Beccles what
lies under our feet? Could it be a
horde of Anglo-Saxon coins or the
remains of a defensive ditch?
Perhaps a collection of canine
bones in Hungate (the street of the
dogs) or the network of tunnels that many Becclesians believe crisscrossed under the
town? Very little archaeology has been undertaken in Beccles, so finds tend to be
accidental.
An interesting object found in the grounds of the museum is a piece of a medieval
millstone. There is no evidence that a mill stood on the site, so perhaps a schoolboy
found it in a different part of Beccles and brought it to show his teacher.
Recently, part of the floor area at the western end of St Michael’s Church has been
uncovered during work that will provide a servery. What was revealed raised briefly
the tantalising possibility that the remains of an earlier church had been discovered,
but visits from an archaeologist have firmly ruled this out. Perhaps this should not be a
surprise to us, as Samuel Wilton Rix on his frequent visits to the church during the
restoration of the 1850s does not seem to have recorded any significant finds
underground, although he made a careful plan of the ledger stones before they were
lifted. Some of them were put back in completely different places, such as the stone
commemorating William Cobbold (1560-1639), organist at Norwich Cathedral and
composer, which now lies in the chapel. Poor William did not get the wish expressed
in his will that he be buried in the cathedral. Beccles, where he was living at his death,
had to do instead. Rix made detailed drawings of what the restoration work uncovered
on the walls; and these drawings can be seen by visitors to the museum on the
computer as they are part of the digitally photographed Rix Collection.
I hope that you will visit the museum this season. There are always new objects of
interest – or images that you will not have seen.

Barry Darch
Chairman of Trustees

www.becclesmuseum.org.uk
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Revamp for display boards

O

ne project which has been started during this closed season is refurbishing the
Schoolroom display panels. This is a major task and will probably be ongoing
until next winter.
Andy Lovegrove is reprinting the display material and incorporating new items or
better items where he can. He is backing the images with recycled foam board and
including the captions under the photographs, plus the accession number for easy
access to further information on the museum’s database.
The display boards will be worked on systematically, each board being cleaned
and repainted and then redressed with the updated material.
The work will be timed so each board’s refresh doesn’t impact the displays during
the open season.
The first board to get the treatment is the one featuring transport.

This photograph, from around 1900, is
one of the first to be reprinted. It shows
a horse and cart by the corner of
Ravensmere and Pound Road, Beccles –
the sign board says ‘W.H.J. Huson,
Carrier, carter and furniture remover’.
The people in the photograph have been
identified as: standing by fence, Billy Huson; woman, Lizzie Huson; baby,
Edith Huson Clarke; man in cart: Billy Clarke. The name of the man standing
by the tumbril is not known, can you help? Was the picture taken after a
competition or important event as Billy Clarke appears to be wearing a
bowler hat, fairly formal for everyday and is that a number on the horse?
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Winter Activities
The museum has been closed for the winter, but behind
the scene it has been a hive of activity. It’s a key period
for the volunteers and an opportunity for repair and
maintenance work to be carried out, changes made and to
develop displays.
The focus, this winter, has been on creating new and
improving existing storage facilities for the collection.
After some careful planning the Document Collection
has been relocated, the textile storage space improved, the
stationery store moved and items that weren’t part of the
museum collection cleared.
This has made it possible to move the extensive paper
archive David Lindley created, from its temporary home
on the landing to proper shelving in the Document Room.
Downstairs the free standing screens in the Temporary
Exhibition room have been turned into doors for a new shelved storage space
(pictured). This has smartened up the display area and provided a lot of additional
storage space on the ground floor.
As well as tasks at the museum a number of volunteers have carried out research
and helped to prepare information for future exhibitions and projects.
There is always plenty of activity going on. If you want to know more or get
involved and help, then please do get in touch.

Rix Collection now at Records Office
After 11 months the Rix Collection was returned to the Records Office at
Lowestoft, while there the Feoffees’ archive was collected. Beccles Town
Council decided to return the Rix Collection to the care of Suffolk Records
Office as they felt it would be safer with them than elsewhere. The Ipswich
Hold is now nearing completion and transfer of the records should start in
the spring. The existing Ipswich Records Office is now closed so all the
records can be packed up ready for transfer to The Hold. The Lowestoft
Records Office is closed temporarily in February for building work, but will
re-open in March. Transfer of the Lowestoft material is likely during the
summer with Lowestoft becoming a Study Centre and not an Archive.

www.becclesmuseum.org.uk
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War time memories

D

uring the last few months I have been interviewing and recording the stories of
those who were children in Beccles during WWII. The people to whom I have
spoken were identified by their relatives via social media, introduced to me personally
or approached by myself as I knew they lived in Beccles as children.
Once I had spoken to them, I transcribed their accounts, sharing a copy of the
transcript with them. Then we met again, but this time looking at the Museum’s
database so that we could identify photographs pertinent to their stories. Some of the
interviewees also shared their own photographs which have been added to the
Museum collection.
The first exhibition of the Museum’s season will have been put together, telling
their stories, either individually or collectively. For instance the Kilbrack bombing
was remembered by everyone who lived in Beccles at the time, so this story has been
put together as an incident. Similarly, experience of school has been exhibited
collectively.
It transpired during the interviews that most of the participants knew each other.
So they were all invited to tea and cake at the Town Hall (picture above). Morrison’s
were approached to provide the refreshments and the Mayor was in attendance to greet
them. They all had an enjoyable morning meeting people who they have known for
years, but perhaps not seen for a while.
All the members of the Reminiscence Group have been invited to the Preview
Evening of the Exhibition at the Museum on March 31.

Christine Wheeler
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Holidays at Home Week

T

he first exhibition of the season includes a section on
the Beccles Holidays at Home Week of August 1943.
At that time, when the forces of the Allied nations, that
would invade Europe the following year, were gathering
and training all over Britain, the Government was keen to
discourage unnecessary travel, including holidays away
from home.
Local government organisations were encouraged to
arrange recreational activities for people to take their
holidays in their own localities and the Beccles
Corporation responded on a grand scale, ‘arranging as wide
a range of attractions as possible to provide for the
pleasurable relaxation of thousands of people… and fun in
the open air’.
The Organising Committee at Beccles was chaired by the Mayor, who wrote in the
introduction to the printed programme for the week: ‘…and so for a week, let us
forget work and give ourselves over entirely to relaxation, laughter and music, so that,
refreshed in mind and body, the task of winning the war may be resumed with
renewed purpose and vigour’.
Daily from Saturday, July 31 until Saturday, August 7 there was an impressively
varied and intense programme of activities appealing to people of all ages and
interests, including British and American servicemen stationed locally, some of whom
contributed to the entertainment.
There was a remarkable range of competitive outdoor sporting events, making use
of all local facilities including the river; there were fetes and exhibitions, and frequent
dances, concerts and shows. To find out more about this extraordinary week of
entertainments, do come and see the exhibition.

Robert Bacon
Exhibition
WWII Reminiscences and Holidays at Home Week
open April 1 to May 17
www.becclesmuseum.org.uk
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Life Stories in Stitches

I

n 1829 Louisa Anne Rockhill was born at Sotherton to Louisa and William, who
was a miller. Louisa, like many girls of the time learned to sew and in 1837, aged
eight worked on a sampler.
A sampler is a piece of embroidered cloth that develops or demonstrates a skill in
needlework by stitching alphabets, numerals and motifs. The work invariably included
the date, name and age of the needle-worker.
Samplers come in a variety of forms – even the definition of the word sampler
could derive from the Latin exemplum meaning an example or essanplaire which is
any work that is copied or imitated.
The earliest sampler known in Britain was signed and dated by Jane Bostock in
1598. It is possible that Jane Bostock may have been a relative or was employed by
Alice Lee’s family, the following inscription has been found:
ALICE LEE WAS: BORN: THE: 23: OF: NOVEMBER:
BEING: TWESDAY: IN: THE: AFTER: NOONE: 1598
During the 18th and 19th Century inscriptions and verses were added to samplers
and were invariably religious and moralistic. With child
mortality so high the following verse, stitched by a
seven-year-old would not have caused much
consternation.
And now my soul another year
of thy short life is past
I cannot long continue here
And this maybe my last
But compare it with the inscription stitched in 1797:
In reading this if any fault you see –
Mend first your own and then find fault in me.
A feisty young woman!
Towards the end of the 19th Century and continuing
for 20 to 30 years was the introduction of the plain
sewing samplers: a collection of mending and dressmaking processes such as gathering, buttonholes, tucks, inserting gussets, attaching
tapes – proof of important sewing skills. These simple samplers originated in charity
schools and orphanages, but were later often compiled into exercise books, to become
part of the curriculum for specialist schools for domestic science and needlework.
The Beccles Museum has a collection of some 15 samplers, both decorative and
plain sewing. These will be on display at the museum from Tuesday, May 19 until
Sunday, July 12.

Pam Finch
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Initial research
T

he Fauconberge School was one of at least three schools operating in Ballygate in
the second half of the 19th Century, along with Beccles College and the Sir John
Leman School. The Fauconberge was founded in 1770 thanks to an endowment left by
the Beccles resident Dr Henry Fauconberge, sometime Chancellor at St David’s, at his
death in 1713. The school had its first home in Blyburgate in 1770, but it vacated
those premises in 1794 to use the old Guildhall in Smallgate until 1802, when it
transferred to The Grove (now at the top of Ingate). It moved from The Grove to St
Mary’s in 1846. It was there through its heyday until 1906. In decline, it moved to St
Mary’s in Grange Road in 1910 and closed for want of pupils in 1926.
The so-called Fauconberge School Leavers’ Boards have been on display in the
museum for many years but until now there has never been a systematic attempt to
investigate the names and initials carved into them.
There are approximately 250 names, some of them appearing multiple times, and a
similar number of initials. Using what survives of the incomplete school register,
David Lindley’s research into Beccles families and his work to collate information
from the East Suffolk Gazette, and above all the internet, I have been able to attach
some biographical detail to the greater majority of the names on the boards and I have
begun work on the initials.

www.becclesmuseum.org.uk
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The names are all of Fauconberge boys who left the school between 1881 and
1901, some of them were Beccles boys but most of them coming as boarders from
further afield in East Anglia, England and overseas. The Fauconberge was a feepaying school and at this time the school advertised itself as a preparation for boys for
the public schools, the universities and the Army. Some left at about 13 to attend
public schools, others stayed to 16 or 18. Typically they went on to become doctors,
clergymen and missionaries, schoolmasters, solicitors, engineers, farmers and
landowners and, at this high noon of the British Empire, colonial civil servants and
Army officers. A few spent all their lives in Beccles but many of them served British
interests all over the Empire, particularly in Canada, Africa, the Middle East, India
and Asia. Others emigrated, for instance to Canada, the United States and Australia.
Amongst their number was a zoologist after whom six species of animal were
named; there were two first class cricketers; a good number of published authors on a
variety of subjects; a significant number of distinguished senior Army officers; a
Private Secretary to the Home Secretary; a Mayor of Beccles and a Mayor of
Westminster, the latter also a Member of Parliament; a British Vice-Consul in Seattle;
the first Warden and a Vice-Principal of Goldsmith’s College, University of London;
and the founder of a prestigious school in Uganda. The First World War inevitably
took its toll, including three of the four sons of one family, two of whom were killed
on the same day in the same action at Gallipoli in 1915.
Inevitably, these individual stories also tell us much in a more general way about
the times in which these people lived.
When the new museum season opens, a file containing the biographical
information I have gathered will be available to museum visitors and the information
will also be placed on the museum’s database.
I am all too aware that my research to date has its limitations and that there may be
readers who know more than I have managed to find out about these Fauconberge
boys. I should be delighted to receive further information or advice about additional
sources of information. If you think you can help, please do contact me through the
museum.

Robert Bacon
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Shoes of Clay
I’m always surprised, every time I visit the
Museum I see something I have never noticed
before.
I was looking around recently when I
spotted this fascinating pair of pottery ‘shoes’,
sitting unobtrusively in the Schoolroom.
Why pottery shoes? Where are they from?
They are attributed to the Aldous Pottery.
The museum computer database reveals that
in the late 18th or early 19th Century a clay
brick making works and pottery was founded
in Beccles by William Aldous. It was in what
was called Harbourage also known as Ingate
Lane.
More looking and seeing I realise the clay
model next to the shoes is also from the
Aldous Pottery, it is a clay replica of
Michelangelo’s Moses. This model is hollow
with a flat back, depicting Moses seated
holding the Tablets with The Ten
Commandments. It is based on the original
which is in the Church of St Peter Vincoli, in
Rome.
The pottery business remained in the
Aldous family and one son, John Aldous
developed the ‘strong interest’ in modelling.
The two pieces are attributed to him.
Further round the Schoolroom is a photograph dated circa 1860 of two
distinguished gents, William Aldous of the Ingate Pottery and James Barkway, cartier
and landlord of the Red Lion.

Jacqueline Holmes
www.becclesmuseum.org.uk
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DATES FOR YOUR DIARY
2020
March 31

Preview of First exhibition

April 1

Museum Re-opens

April 1 – May 17

WWII – Beccles Reminiscences
and Holidays at Home Week

May 19 – July 12

Life Stories in Stitches

July 14 – September 6

Art from the Museum Collection

September 8 – October 31 Beccles Feoffees and
Townlands Trust
October 31

Museum closes for winter

Beccles and District Museum
The Museum is open from April 1, 2020
Tuesdays to Sundays from 1.45pm to 4.30pm
Closed on Mondays
Contact:
By Post: The Curator, Beccles and District Museum, Leman House
Ballygate, Beccles, NR34 9ND
By Telephone: 01502 715722 (answer machine when closed)
By Email: museummanager@btconnect.com
Shop information, orders: shop@becclesmuseumdata.co.uk
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